National City Christian Church

Tw e n t y - T h i r d S u n d a y a f t e r P e n t e c o s t
N o v e m b e r 1 2 , 2 0 1 7 , a t 11 a . m .
5 Thomas Circle, NW, Washington, DC 20005
202-232-0323
www.nationalcitycc.org

Welcome to National City Christian Church, national church of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and a house of prayer that is open to and affirming of all people. Thank you for joining us in
worship. Please fill out the Connect with Us card, and place it in the offering tray. Today's service is
approximately 75 minutes.
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Worship Leaders: Beverly Goines, Kenneth Lowenberg, Michael McMahon, and John Sparkman
Preacher: Stephen Gentle, Senior Pastor
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Wachet auf (Wake, Awake)
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(1873-1916)

Stephen Gentle
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J.S. Bach
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

“Wake, awake, for night is flying,”
the watchmen on the heights are crying.
Awake, Jerusalem, arise.
For the Lord comes down all-glorious;
so strong in grace, in truth victorious.
The star is ris’n, his light has come.
Ah come, thou blessed Lord,
O Jesus, Son of God. Hallelujah!
Therefore we sing to greet our King;
forever let our praises ring!
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No. 517
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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BEECHER

John Sparkman

We are what God has made us,
Prepared in Christ Jesus for good works.
This is not our own doing,
Grace is the gift of God.
Come, join in this time of worship:
May we prepare for the good work God has given us; may we prepare to follow Jesus.
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Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with end. Amen. Amen.

(
Please stand as you are able.)

GREATOREX

T
S

C

H

G

’

W

R

John Sparkman
Wisdom 6:12-16
Wisdom is radiant and unfading,
and she is easily discerned by those who love her,
and is found by those who seek her.
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,
for she will be found sitting at the gate.
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,
and she graciously appears to them in their paths,
and meets them in every thought.
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My Soul Is Thirsting (Psalm 63)
Anne-Michele Maher, cantor
Please join in singing the refrain after the cantor and again after each stanza of the psalm.

O God, you are my God; at dawn I seek you;
for you my soul is thirsting.
For you my flesh is pining,
like a dry, weary land without water. R.
I have come before you in the sanctuary,
to behold your strength and your glory.
Your loving mercy is better than life;
my lips will speak your praise. R.
I will bless you all my life;
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet;
with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise you. R.
When I remember you upon my bed,
I muse on you through the watches of the night.
For you have been my strength;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R.
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John Sparkman
Matthew 25:1-13
[Jesus answered his disciples,] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look!
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their
lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some
for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour.”
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How Great Thou Art

O STORE GUD

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;
how great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;
how great thou art, how great thou art!
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Stephen Gentle
Be Prepared
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Those desiring to become members of the community of National City Christian Church, either by transfer of membership, profession of faith,
reaffirmation of faith or as an associate member, are invited to come forward during the hymn.
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DUNDEE

Beverly Goines
Keep Your Lamps!
David Robeck, percussion

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.
Children’s don’t get weary ‘til your work is done.
Christian journey soon be over,
the time is drawing nigh.

Spiritual
arr. André Thomas
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below; alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose pow’r uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Kathryn Farley
Steve Cook
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Beverly Goines

This table is for all believers in Jesus Christ. Please come forward by the center aisle as directed. When receiving communion, take the
bread and dip it into the cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle. If you prefer to remain seated, communion will be brought to you.
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In Memory of the Savior’s Love

SALZBURG

In faith and memory here we sing the wonders of his love,
and thus anticipate by faith the heav’nly feast above.
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No. 700
O Day of God, Draw Nigh
Please join in singing verses 1, 2, 3, and 5. The choir will sing verse 4.
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ST. MICHAEL

Stephen Gentle
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J.S. Bach
Wachet auf (Wake, Awake)

(1685-1750)

Following the worship service, pastors and elders are at the back and side doors of the Sanctuary to greet you. All are invited to the Atrium for
coffee and fellowship immediately following the service.

Worship and preaching resources: David Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, ed. Feasting on the Word (Louisville: Westminster Press, 2009); Colbert Cartwright and O.I. Cricket
Harrison, ed. Chalice Worship (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 1999); Revised Common Lectionary, Center for Biblical Preaching, www.workingpreacher.org

