
National City Christian Church 
Second Sunday of  Advent  

December  9 ,  2018 ,  a t  11  a .m.  
5 Thomas Circle, NW, Washington, DC 20005 

202-232-0323 www.nationalcitycc.org 
Welcome to National City Christian Church, national church of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and a house of prayer that is open to and affirming of all people. We are 
honored that you have chosen to worship with us. Please fill out the Connect with Us card, 
and place it in the offering tray.  

(Please stand as you are able.) 

T  C  G  F  W  
 

Worship Leaders: Steven Baines, Jane Campbell; Valeria Foster, Beverly Goines, and Kenneth Lowenberg 
Preacher: Stephen Gentle, Senior Pastor 

 

P   arr. Michael Hassell 
 I Wonder as I Wander (b. 1952) 
 

I   Taizé 
 Prepare the Way of the Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 O  H   No. 136 
  Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming PLEADING SAVIOR 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, drawing near in holy birth. 
Ring the bells and sound the trumpets, let your music fill the earth. 

Dance and move to show God’s glory; kneel and pause to hear God’s word. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Rise and let your songs be heard. 

 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, calling you to serve in deed. 
See the ones who hurt and suffer, hear their cry and act with speed. 
Set all selfish ways behind you. Purge your hearts of sinful greed. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ in you will meet their need. 
  

Christians all, your Lord is coming he will rise up from the dead. 
Lift the cup, of sin forgiven; bless the host and eat his bread. 

Mend the ways where peace is broken, give yourselves to true Shalom. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Dwell as one in church and home. 

 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, hope for peace is now at hand. 
Let there be no hesitation, walk in faith where life demands. 

Bear the word that God has given; share the birth that stirs your soul. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ will come and make you whole. 

 

L    S  A  C   Jane Campbell 
Leader: The Lord is coming to his temple. 
People: We watch and wait for his coming. 
Leader: Today we light the second Advent candle, the symbol of the peace that only God can give. 
People: May the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, guard your hearts and your  
 minds in Christ Jesus. 
Unison: Come, Lord Jesus, come!  

 



C  R   No. 128 (2) 
   One Candle Is Lit CRADLE SONG 

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 
for a gift that compels us with justice to care. 
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. 
One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 

 

M   F   W   Stephen Gentle 
 

T  C  H  G ’  W  
 

P  P   Steven Baines 
 

L ’  P  (U )   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

S  R    Jane Campbell 
 Luke 3:3-6, 10-15 
[John the Baptist] went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the people 
were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah.  

 

 A  A Voice Cries Out, “Prepare the Way of the Lord” Lloyd Larson 
  Sterling Washington, soloist 
 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain made low.” 
 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed; all people shall see it together. 
The mouth of the Lord has spoken it. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed! 

 

Comfort, comfort my people; proclaim the promise of the Lord: 
His name shall be called Emmanuel! The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 

 

S  Getting Ready for Christ at Christmas Stephen Gentle 
 

T  C  R   G ’  G  
 

Those desiring to become members of the community of National City Christian Church, either by transfer of membership, profession of faith, 
reaffirmation of faith or as an associate member, are invited to come forward during the hymn. 
 

  H   C   No. 144 (1, 2, 3) 
 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth. 
Your voices raise to God in praise; and peace to all on earth. 

 
 



How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the joys of highest heaven. 

No ear may hear Christ coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

 
I   O   Beverly Goines 
 

O  A  Creation Will Be at Peace Anna Laura Page 
In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; 

in the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace. 
The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the cow and bear will feed, 

their young will play together; a little child will lead. 
 

The leopard and goat will graze, the lion will feed on straw. 
They will war no more, a child will lead them all. 

Text: J. Paul Williams 
 

D    N . 47 
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
I   C    Beverly Goines 
 

P    B   C   Norman Kruse 
  Travaughn Lovick 
   
 

W   I   Beverly Goines 
 

This table is for all believers in Jesus Christ. Please come forward by the closest center aisle to you. When receiving communion, take the 
bread and dip it into the cup. Return to your seat by the outside aisle. Gluten-free communion wafers are available in the small silver tray  
on the communion table.  

 

C  H   No. 144 (4) 
 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our God, Emmanuel.  

 

C  M   G.F. Handel 
 Sinfonia Pastorale (From Messiah) (1685-1759) 

 
T  C  G  F  T  S  

 

  H   G  F   No. 135 
 Blessed Be the God of Israel MERLE’S TUNE 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, 
Who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace. 

 

Now from the house of David a child of grace has come, 
A Savior who will lead us to our eternal home. 

Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 
The prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 

 

On all by death imprisoned the sun begins to rise, 
The dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes, 

To guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; 
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 

 

 B   Stephen Gentle 
 

 P   Erik Satie 
  Gymnopedie I (1866-1925) 

 

All are invited to the gather in the Atrium for coffee and fellowship immediately following the service. 



PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH FAMILY 
Fay Arrington; Douglas and Chieko Cook; Dorothy Davis; 

Eddie Franklin; Helen Gray; Constance Jennings; 
Courtney and Betty Jones; Tawanna Lloyd; Nelly Pren; 

Beverly Schacht; Esther Tyson; Beverly Williams;  
persons in military and civil service around the world;  

and victims of natural disasters. 
 

CAPITAL AREA PRAYER CALENDAR 
Mount Olivet Christian Church 

Baltimore, Maryland 
 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
Mary Kathryn Ball, Ecuador 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
For the accessibility of all our worshippers, Worship 
Services are being held in the Howland Center until 
the elevator is repaired. Thank you for your patience. 
Valet Parking is available for those in need. Please 
see a volunteer at the Atrium front desk. 
 
Christian Pathways Adult Study - 9:45 a.m., Atrium. 
This week we will continue our study entitled “A Different 
Kind of Christmas: Living and Giving Like Jesus,” based 
on Mike Slaughter’s book, “Christmas Is Not Your 
Birthday.” 
 
Gift Bags for Food Pantry - Please give generously of 
warm outer wear like coats, hoodies, gloves, socks, 
scarves, etc., and personal hygiene items. Volunteers are 
needed: December 16, after 8:30 worship, to pack the 
bags and December 19, between 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., to give 
away bags. Questions? Contact Lorraine Magnussen. 
 
Next Sunday - Please join us in the Sanctuary as we 
celebrate with a special Lessons and Carols worship 
service! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 
Christian Pathways Adult Study - 9:45 a.m., Atrium. 
Children’s Class - 10 a.m., 3rd Floor Classroom 
Barbara Kelley and Aixa Diaz, leaders 
Sanctuary Tour - 12:30 p.m. Meet Rick Bahr at the 
Communion Table and he will take you upstairs for a tour 
of the beautiful Sanctuary. All are welcomed to attend. 
Congregational Meeting - 12:30 p.m., Howland Center 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 

Prayer call at 6:30 a.m. - All are invited to join the weekly 
conference prayer line for National City. Simply dial  
712-775-7031, enter access code 371015. For more 
information, contact Loretta Tate at 202-489-2020. 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 

Capital Pride Meeting - 7 p.m., 3rd Fl. Conf. Room 
Gospel Choir Rehearsal - 7 p.m., Music Suite 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
Toddler Playgroup - 9:30 a.m., Community Room 
Food Pantry - 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., Atrium 
Martha’s Table Outreach - 4:45 p.m., Martha’s Table 
Fortissima Singers - 7 p.m., Music Suite 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Lambda Squares - 6:30 p.m., Music Suite 
Latinx Congregation Bible Study - 7 p.m. Comm. Rm. 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 

Music at Midday - 12:15 p.m., Sanctuary - Free! 
Organist Michael Britt will demonstrate both his classical 
and theater organ prowess in a concert of seasonal 
music, featuring works of Max Drischner, Purcell J. 
Mansfield, Pierre Cochereau, Sid Tepper, and Leroy 
Anderson, and including several of Michael’s own 
arrangements. 
Family Movie Night - 5:45 p.m., Community Room. 
Join us in watching Disney’s telling of the Nativity story, 
“The Star.” All welcome! To volunteer, contact Teresa 
Swihart.  

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  - 9 a.m., Music Suite 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - 9 a.m., Music Suite 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
 

Connect with us - visit www.nationalcitycc.org and click the “sign up” tab to subscribe to our email newsletter.  
Get Social - follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram @nationalcitycc. 
 
Membership at National City Christian Church - It would be our joy to welcome you into the membership of this 
congregation. You may join through transfer of membership from another congregation or through a profession of faith 
and baptism. Associate or student memberships are available as well. Please feel free to talk with any minister or email 
sgentle@nationalcitycc.org. 
 

Nursery - Childcare is available during the morning for children through age four. The nursery is in the 2nd Floor 
Conference Room. Speak with a greeter or any member for directions. 
 

Pastoral Needs - If you would like to speak with a pastor, please feel free to meet with one of the pastors at the door 
after the worship service or call 202-232-0323 during office hours. 

Worship and preaching resources: David Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, ed. Feasting on the Word (Louisville: Westminster Press, 2009); Colbert Cartwright  
and O.I. Cricket Harrison, ed. Chalice Worship (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 1999); Revised Common Lectionary, Center for Biblical Preaching, www.workingpreacher.org 

Tithe.ly Mobile Giving - National City has a new, 
easy mobile giving platform! Search Tithe.ly from 
your iPhone or Android app store to download 
Tithe.ly. In the app, search for “National City”, 
complete a quick one-time setup, then all it takes is 
3 clicks to give! Contact Gentry Alexander if you 
have any questions: finance@nationalcitycc.org.  
 

Thank you for your generosity. 


