Fourth Sunday of Easter

WELCOME
National City Christian Church, the national church of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) has been serving downtown Washington, D.C. and the world since 1930. At
National City, we seek to help everyone journey toward a fuller commitment to Christ
by being an inclusive church family that fully embraces in its life and ministries people
of every race, gender, age, culture, economic circumstance, sexual/gender orientation,
family configuration, physical or mental condition, and all other distinctions that are
the rich tapestry of God’s creation. You are welcome here. Please visit
nationalcitycc.org to find more information about our community, submit prayer
requests, and let us know you’ve been with us in worship today.
REFERENCES TO GOD
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be genderspecific. As we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect
your understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited
to sing hymns and speak parts of the services, such as the Lord’s Prayer, in your native
tongue.
INVITATIONS TO ONLINE PARTICIPATION
If you are worshipping with us virtually today, we invite you to gather the following
items:
! A candle and means by which to light it.
! Elements for communion such as bread, crackers, juice and/or wine.
! Your preferred Bible or Bible app.
SILENCE
One of the practices utilized in worship is silence. Silence is not the total absence of
noise, but instead another invitation to pay attention and to hear God’s voice in
worship.
WORSHIP
National City Christian Church is an architectural icon in the heart of Thomas Circle.
But a closer look reveals incredible historical details-- each with its own purpose and
story, and one of the most notable organ instruments in the metropolitan D.C. area.
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WORSHIP DATE,
SEASON

Artistry is part of the spirit at National City—choral music, instrumental music,
creative art—are all an important part of our mission. For more information about our
Worship, Music & Arts ministry, please contact Gerald Lee Ricks, Director of Worship,
Music & Arts, at gricks@nationalcitycc.org or 202-232-0323 ext 103.
HYMNALS
CH — Chalice Hymnal (Denomination Hymnal) located in the pew pockets.
AAHH — African American Heritage Hymnal (Supplemental Hymnal) located at each
entrance of the sanctuary.
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Steven Baines, Executive Minister
sbaines@nationalcitycc.org
Mr. Kevin J. Biggins, Jr.,
Organist & Communications Associate
kbiggins@nationalcitycc.org
Rev. Dr. Amy Butler
Interim Senior Minister
abutler@nationalcitycc.org
Ms. Betty Crudup, Church Concierge
Rev. Dr. Beverly J. Goines
Associate Pastor for Care and Christian
Formation
bgoines@nationalcitycc.org

Mr. Morris Jackson, Building
Superintendent
mjackson@nationalcitycc.org
Anna Myers, Virtual Minister
ameyer@nationalcitycc.org
Mr. Gerald Lee Ricks, Director of
Worship, Music, & Arts
gricks@nationalcitycc.org
Ms. Kathleen Swihart, Associate
Minister for Membership
kswihart62@gmail.com
Mr. Juan Daniel Fuentis Vasquez
Assistant Building Superintendent
Mr. Gregory Wilson. Coordinator of
Worship Media and Technology
gwilson@nationalcitycc.org

BELONG | BELIEVE | BECOME
We’d love to connect with you, please scan the code to send our pastors an email:
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Ten O’clock

Sunday, May 8, 2022

Sermon Series: To Whom Much Is Given | Responsible to Make Good Trouble
Prelude

Improvisation on For Everyone Born arr. Paul Byssainthe Jr.
Paul Byssainthe Jr. organist

Welcome and Announcements
One: Christ is Risen.
All: Christ is Risen Indeed.

Amy Butler

Silence
Call to Worship
Steven Baines
One: We gather to worship the risen Christ, all of us longing for healing and hope.
All: God meets us here.
One: Like a shepherd, God guides us through the difficult work of being human.
All: God meets us here.
One: The task before us may be harder than any we’ve considered taking on: the task of
healing.
All: God meets us here.
One: For those who have been our guides along the way, especially those who have been like
mothers for us, we are grateful.
All: Empower us to do the hard work of healing ourselves and healing our
world. We are not alone. God meets us here.
Invocation
Steven Baines
Healing Shepherd, in the midst of sorrow and loss, you offer us hope that we can heal. As we
worship today, may we feel your love reach down to offer us courage and hope. As Peter raised
Tabitha from the dead, raise us also to new life. Wake us from the slumber that numbs our
spirit, the pain of our pasts, the worry about the future. May the world see you, our shepherd,
living in us, and may we come to dwell in your pastures, which remain ever green. Amen.
– B.J Beu
Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be always with you!
All: And also with you.
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Steven Baines

*Please stand in body or spirit.

*Opening Hymn #221
Epistle Lesson

The Strife is O’er
Acts 9:36-43

Shana Williams

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was
devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without
delay.” So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes,
and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints
and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a
tanner.
One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.
*Doxology #50
*Gospel

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
John 10:22-30

Steven Baines

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to
him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my
voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and
no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”
One: This is the Gospel of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
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*Please stand in body or spirit.

Sermon

Stronger Than Our Fear

Amy Butler

Silence
Song of Reflection

A Beautiful Noise

I have a voice started out a whisper, turned into a scream, made a beautiful noise. Shoulder to
shoulder, marching in the street. When you're all alone, it's a quiet breeze. But when you band
together, it's a choir of thunder and rain. Now, we have a choice 'cause I have a voice.
I'm not living to die. Don't stand in a wasteland. Look at me in the eye
Stop living a lie, and stand up next to me You've got to put one foot in front of another with a
hand in a hand holding on to each other. Go on and rejoice, 'cause you have a voice
It is loud, it is clear. It's stronger than your fear. It's believing you belong
It's calling out the wrong. From the silence of my sisters; to the violence of my brother
We can, we can rage against the river. Feel the pain of another I have a voice
I have a voice and I let it speak for the ones who aren't yet running free It's killing me. No one's
saying what we need to hear I will not let silence win
When I see all the pain our people are in There's no other choice 'cause I have a voice
It is loud, it is clear. It's stronger than your fear. It's believing you belong
It's for calling out the wrong. From the mouths of our mothers; to the lips of our daughters
We can, we can dream Like our brothers speaking loud like our fathers We can, we can heal.
Can you hear us?
Marquita Raley-Cooper & Stephanie Kocka, soloists
Responsive Psalter
Sage Williams & Shana Williams
One: The Lord is our Shepherd. We shall not want.
All: This is our confidence.
One: God makes us to lie down in green pastures.
All: This is our restoration.
One: God leadeth us beside the still waters. God restores our soul.
All: This is our healing.
One: God leads us in the right paths for her name’s sake.
All: This is our direction and security.

PP AA GG EE 65

*Pl*Pleeasease stand
stand iinn body
body oror spispirriitt..

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Even though we walk through the valley of death, we fear no evil. You are with us.
This is our faith.
Your rod and your staff comfort us.
This is our blessed assurance.
You prepare a table before us in the presence of our enemies.
This is our delightful feast.
You anoint our heads with oil.
This is our consecration.
Our cups overflow.
This is our abundance.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives.
And we shall dwell in the house of the Lord throughout eternity. This is our
good news!

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Amy Butler
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
Song of Reflection

A Virtuous Women
Oh, how precious in His sight.

Who can find a virtuous woman, who can find this jewel of great price? Ever striving for right;
walking in God’s light. She is precious in His sight.
Ever taking care of her own. She will make her house become home. And she raises her young
in the fear of the Lord; who has made all things possible.
Oh, what a sight, to see her talking in God’s light! Oh, what a prize, more than jewels of great
price! Ever striving for right; walking in God’s light. She is precious in His sight.
Xavier Joseph, soloist
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*Please stand in body or spirit.

Holy Communion

Steven Baines

Prayer At the Table

Gary Lewis

Words of Institution

Steven Baines

Cultivating Generosity

Steven Baines

*Hymn of Going Forth

For Everyone Born
Text located on pages 9 & 10 of your program

*Benediction
Postlude

Amy Butler
Festival Toccata by Percy Fletcher
Paul Byssainthe Jr.

National City Christian Church proudly acknowledges the following composers and arrangers of
music used in today’s worship service:
The Strife is O’er : Text: Latin, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1861, Music: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, 1591;
adapt. William Henry Monk, 1861 TUNE: VICTORY.
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow: Text: Thomas Ken (1674) adpt. Gilbert H. Vieira
(1978). Music: from Geistliche Kirchengesange (1623), harm by Ralph Vaughn Williams (1906). TUNE:
LASST UNS ERFREUEN.
A Beautiful Noise: Text & Music: Alicia Augello-Cook, Brandi Carlile, Linda Perry, Hillary Lindsey,
Ruby Amantu, Hailey Whitters, Lori McKenna and Brandy Clark.
A Virtuous Woman: Text: Based on Proverbs 31:10-31; adapt. G.R. Music: by Guy Robinson
For Everyone Born: Text: Shirley Erena Muarry, 1931. Music: Brian Mann, 1979--; TUNE: FOR
EVERYONE BORN.
Today’s singers are Linda Hayes Bennett, Xavier Joseph, Stephanie Kocka, Alia Waheed Ky, Terri
Malone, Ian Pomerantz Marquita Raley-Cooper, and Sterling Washington. Guest organist is Paul
Byssainthe Jr.
Hymn texts are printed with permission with the licensing CCLI #2266475 and OneLicense.net A726759. Scripture texts are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, unless otherwise noted.
The Virtual Worship minister today is Anna Meyer. Ryan Phipps designed the cover art for this
series.
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For Everyone Born
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*Please stand in body or spirit.
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*Please stand in body or spirit.

This Week @National City
Today
•
•

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. (Zoom and Atrium)
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary and Online)

Wednesday, May 11, 2022
•
Food Pantry at 10:00 a.m. (Courtyard)
Friday, May 13, 2022
•
Music at Midday at 12:15 p.m. (Sanctuary)
~ Sarah Su Jones , Organist
•
On The Move 12-Step Recovery at 6:30 p.m. (Community Room)
Sunday, May 15, 2022
•
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. (Zoom and Atrium)
•
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary and Online)
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*Please stand in body or spirit.

National City is on social media!
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and/or Instagram: @nationalcitycc

5 Thomas Circle, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 232-0323
nationalcitycc.org

