
 

 

From Generation to Generation... reminds us of the ways our lives, histories, actions, and 
stories are interconnected and woven together. In the midst of narratives, policies, and 

rhetoric designed to divide us, what does it look like to practice belonging to one 
another? The work of God is always unfolding— in and through us. This Advent season, 

how will we carry it forth?  

First Sunday of Advent  



W E L C O M E  
National City Christian Church, the national church of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), has been serving downtown Washington, D.C. and the world 
since 1930. At National City, we seek to help everyone journey toward a fuller 
commitment to Christ by being an inclusive church family that fully embraces in its 
life and ministries people of every race, gender, age, culture, economic 
circumstance, sexual/gender orientation, family configuration, physical or mental 
condition, and all other distinctions that are the rich tapestry of God’s creation. You 
are welcome here.  Please visit nationalcitycc.org to find more information about 
our community, submit prayer requests, and let us know you’ve been with us in 
worship today. 

REFERENCES TO GOD  
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender-
specific. As we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that 
reflect your understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also 
invited to sing hymns and speak parts of the services, such as the Lord’s Prayer, in 
your native tongue.  

INVITATIONS TO ONLINE PARTICIPATION 
If you are worshipping with us virtually today, we invite you to gather the following 
items: 
! A candle and means by which to light it.  
! Elements for communion such as bread, crackers, juice and/or wine. 
! Your preferred Bible or Bible app. 

SILENCE 
One of the practices utilized in worship is silence.  Silence is not the total absence 
of noise, but instead another invitation to pay attention and to hear God’s voice in 
worship.  

WORSHIP 
National City Christian Church is an architectural icon in the heart of Thomas Circle. 
But a closer look reveals incredible historical details-- each with its own purpose 
and story, and one of the most notable organ instruments in the metropolitan D.C. 
area. Artistry is part of the spirit at National City—choral music, instrumental music, 
creative art—are all an important part of our mission. For more information about 
our Worship, Music & Arts ministry, please contact Gerald Lee Ricks, Director of 
Worship, Music & Arts, at gricks@nationalcitycc.org or 202-232-0323 ext 103.  



HYMNALS  
CH — Chalice Hymnal (Denomination Hymnal)  located in the pew pockets. 
AAHH — African American Heritage Hymnal (Supplemental Hymnal) located at each 
entrance of the sanctuary.  

CHURCH STAFF  
Rev. Steven Baines, Executive Minister 
sbaines@nationalcitycc.org  

Mr. Kevin J. Biggins, Jr.,  
Associate Director of Music & Organist 
kbiggins@nationalcitycc.org  

Rev. Dr. Amy Butler 
Interim Senior Minister 
abutler@nationalcitycc.org  

Ms. Betty Crudup, Church Concierge 

Mr. Morris Jackson, Building 
Superintendent 
mjackson@nationalcitycc.org  

Ms. Anna Meyer, Virtual Minister 
ameyer@nationalcitycc.org 

Mr. Gerald Lee Ricks, Director of Worship, 
Music, & Arts 
gricks@nationalcitycc.org  

Ms. Kathleen Swihart, Associate for 
Membership 
kswihart62@gmail.com  

Mr. Juan Daniel Fuentis Vasquez 
Assistant Building Superintendent 

Genealogy of Christ by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 

In this image, I chose to represent Christ using a rose at the center of the 
composition. The women mentioned in the genealogy are imaged as 
foundational leaves building and upholding Christ. All of the women are 
looking at the viewer and holding objects to represent the fact that they 
took their life and survival into their own hands. They were catalysts who 
propelled the lineage forward. In the bottom left, Tamar holds her father-in-
law’s insignia, which represents how she assumes his role as the leader of 
the tribe of Judah and continues its lineage. Moving counterclockwise, 
Rahab holds the red cord which she lowered to ensure the safety of her 
family after supplying Israelite spies enough information to achieve victory 
in Jericho. Next, Ruth holds the wheat that she gleaned from the field. She 
knows that she must marry again in order to be protected, and so she takes 
initiative with Boaz.


Bathesheba’s name isn’t even mentioned in Christ’s genealogy; she is 
referred to as the “wife of Uriah.” She withstands abuse from King David, 
survives the murder of her husband, and ensures that her son Solomon 

takes the throne. She takes matters into her own hands, becoming, as scholar Dr. Wil Gafney writes, “the queen 
mother of the united monarchy of Israel.”


Finally, there is Mary who looks adoringly at the rose which represents her son. Here she holds the love and pride of a 
beautiful lineage that leads to the birth of her son, the Messiah.

These women only wanted to ensure safety for themselves and for their children; in the process they ensured the

continuation of the lineage of Christ. Without their brilliance, passion, ingenuity, resourcefulness, creativity, and 
sacrifice, the lineage would have ended.


—Lauren Wright Pittman
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD  

Ten o’clock                                                       Sunday, November 27, 2022  

Prelude                                                                     Kevin Biggins Jr., organist
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme 

J. S. Bach, BWV 645 

Welcome and Announcements                                                      Amy Butler  

Silence  

*Congregational Hymn                                     

 God of generations, we are all your children; 
 To your church we bring our gifts, our worship and our song. 
 Young and old we follow, hand in hand together: 
 In your great love, together we are strong. 

 Christ, you welcomed children, called us to be like them, 
 And received a boy's small gift to feed a hungry crowd. 
 In our church's children, may we see you working: 
 More than "our future"! They are faithful now. 

 Spirit, freely moving, giving youth a vision, 
 By your grace young Jeremiah heard your loving call; 
 Mary was a young one when she learned her mission: 
 Through faithful youth, you offer truth to all. 

 Abraham and Sarah trusted in your promise: 
 Age was no condition when you gave them work to do. 
 Old and young we follow, hand in hand together; 
 At every age, Lord, we belong to you. 

Text: © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                    The Swihart Family 



Congregational Choral Response                                  Refrain & stanza 1  



The Passing of Peace                                                                Amy Butler   

One :        The peace of Christ be always with you! 
All:          And also with you 

Musical Interlude 

*The Gospel Reading                   Matthew 1:1-17               Steven Baines 

 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah[b] the son of David, the 
son of Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the 
father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah 
the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez 
the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of 
Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the 
father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was 
Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed 
the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David. 

 David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s 
wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of 
Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of 
Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, 
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 
Manasseh the father of Amon, 

 Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jeconiah[c] 
and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. After the exile 
to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud 
the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of 
Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Elihud, Elihud 
the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of 
Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the 
Messiah. Thus there were fourteen generations in all from 



Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, 
and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.  

 One:  This is the Gospel of Christ, 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                           “The Things We Remember”              Amy Butler   

Choral Call to Prayer CH# 147                                         Away in A Manager 
(Stanza 3 Only)  

Pastoral Prayer                                                    Steven Baines   

Musical Reflection                We’ve A Story to Tell  
Text can be found in the Chalice Hymnal #484  

Holy Communion                                                        Amy Butler   

The Prayer at the Table                      Gary Lewis  

Cultivating Generosity                                 Steven Baines  

*Hymn of Going Forth CH#543                                      Blessed Assurance  

*Benediction                       Amy Butler  

Postlude                        Kevin Biggins Jr., organist 
Prepare the Way, O Zion 

Arr. Paul Manz 
Based on the tune BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN, a 14th Cent. Swedish Folk Tune 

Copyright 1990, Morning Star Publishing 

It is our practice to be seated for the playing of the postlude. 

National City Christian Church proudly acknowledges the following     
composers and arrangers of music used in today’s worship service:  

 Rejoice, the Lord is King! : Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  
 Music: John B. Dykes, 1861.  TUNE: NICAEA   



 From Generation to Generation:  Text: Debi Burns, using material from "From 
 Generation to Generation.” Music: Polish carol. TUNE: W ZOLBIE LEZY 
 Away in a Manger: Text: Anonymous (19th century).  Music: Attr. James R.    
 Murray, 1887; harm. LBW, 1978. TUNE: AWAY IN A MANGER 
 We’ve a Story to Tell: Text: H. Ernest Nichol with additional lyrics by Cindy   
 Berry.  Music: Cindy Berry.  
 Blessed Assurance: Text: Fanny Crosby 1873.  Music:  Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873.   
 TUNE: ASSURANCE 
  
 Today’s singers are:  The Chancel Choir. 

Hymn texts are printed with permission with the licensing CCLI      
#2266475 and OneLicense.net A-726759. Scripture texts are taken from    
the New Revised Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. The Virtual     
Worship minister today is Anna Meyer. Ryan Phipps designed the  
cover art for this series. 

T h i s  W e e k  a t  N a t i o n a l  C i t y  
•Wednesday, November 30, 2022 @ 10 AM | Food Pantry (Courtyard)  
•Friday, December 2, 2022 @ 12:15 PM | Music @ Midday | Jacob Reed, organist 
(Sanctuary) 
•Friday, December 2, 2022 @ 6:30 PM | On The Move 12-Step Recovery 
(Community Room) 
•Saturday,December 3, 2022 @ 8 AM | Prayer Call | Please dial 267-807-9601 
(Code 371015) 
•Saturday, December 3, 2022 @ 12:15 PM | Breakfast with Santa | (Sanctuary/
Atrium) 
•Saturday, December 3, 2022 @ 4:00 PM | National Children’s Choir Concert |
(Sanctuary) 
•Sunday, December 4, 2022  

•9 AM | Sunday School | Children, Youth (In-person only)  & Adult 
Opportunities (In person & ZOOM) 
•10 AM | Hybrid Worship Experience | (Sanctuary, Facebook & YouTube)  



ADVENT SERMON SERIES:  FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION  

The root word of “generation” is “gen” 
meaning “origin” or “birth.” Our theme is 
also a call to action: what are we being 
called to generate or bring forth? What 
have your ancestors and those who have 
come before you passed on for you to 
continue? Who are the spiritual elders in 
your community who planted the seeds 
for the things that are now blooming? 
What seeds are you planting for the 
future?  

From Generation to Generation... reminds us of the ways our lives, histories, actions, and 
stories are interconnected and woven together. In the midst of narratives, policies, and 
rhetoric designed to divide us, what does it look like to practice belonging to one 
another? The work of God is always unfolding— in and through us. This Advent season, 
how will we carry it forth?  
 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES:  PICK-UP YOUR ADVENT JOURNAL 
TODAY!   

This journal is a wonderful resource and inspiration that will spiritually 
guide you through this Advent and Christmas season! 

If you would like an electronic copy, please email Gerald Lee Ricks 
at gricks@nationalcitycc.org.  

BELONG | BELIEVE | BECOME 

We’d love to connect with you, please scan the code to send  
our pastors an email. 






