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1. Eager to know or learn something.
2. Strange; unusual.



WHO DO YOU 
SAY THAT I AM? 
A CALL TO BE GOD'S CURIOUS PEOPLE 
Welcome to the Curious Curriculum. This monthly program is designed to be a companion to the faith journey that is life.
It is meant to help you find comfort in asking questions to God, of God, and with each other. So often, I have found, that
religious communities posture us toward seeking certainty when dealing with the mysteries of our faith. However, the 
 more I study our holy scriptures and the more I pray, fast, and worship the more I feel certain that answers are not the
end goal. I believe that connection to God through meaningful relationships with each other is what this life of faith is all
about.

When Jesus asks the Disciples "Who do you say that I am?" Jesus is reminding us that we need to stay curious, stay in
conversation, and stay in community. After all, Peter's answer doesn't matter if no one is asking the question.
So, that is what we are going to do each month together. We are going to ask the questions and then keep asking them.
Because we are called to grow and change in ourselves ( meaning our questions and answers are also growing and
changing) and witness that same movement in others.

Each month the Curious Curriculum will have a specific theme or focus and the curriculum itself will change from month
to month as well. This study can be done by yourself or in community- it's all up to you! There will be images of Pastor
Stephanie drawing your attention to a question that you are invited to reflect on. If you would like to share your answers
in community use the hashtag #StayingCuriousWithNCCC on all your social media pages. 

I am so grateful to be on this journey of life and faith with all of you and am curious and hopeful for all that is to come. 
And as with everything is God's beloved community- All are welcome. 

 



CURIOUS
HISTORY

F E B R U A R Y  

History is all around us. 
Even though we often think of it as the past, history is very much alive today. 

It has forged and formed us, but it also plays a part in who we are now and what we
hope for tomorrow. We carry history in our relationships, language, faith, joy, and fears.
This month we are getting curious about things in our personal, communal, and global
history.  I hope you will learn something about yourself, the communities that you are a

part of and how God is and has been present through it all. 



CURIOUS
HISTORY

38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that

I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am
baptized, you will be baptized;

 
 

Mark 10:38-39

Baptism



CURIOUS HISTORY
According to NPR roughly 1 million people travel to the Jordan River to
experience the waters of Jesus's baptism every year. In 2022, I was one of
those people who remembered my baptism as I flung myself into the cool
water, my back eventually meeting the solid ground as the blue sky blurred
in my vision.  I remember that I held my breath as I went under. Maybe to
hold onto a small part of me from before? Maybe because I was so
overwhelmed that I forgot to breathe? I'm unsure but I held myself against
the floor of the Jordan, breath held,  eyes open, heart open-waiting. 

And then I heard it. The faint sound of a known melody.
When I could hold my breath no more, letting the bubbles escape from my
lungs and break the surface of the clear water. I found my footing to
emerge and stood up. 

"Oh sisters let's go down, let's go down, come on down. 
Oh sisters let's go down, down to the river to pray"

 
A familiar song for a new me. This is what my beloved
friends sang as I remembered my baptism. There were
no parted clouds or doves like when Jesus entered those 
waters. But there was God and God's people. I felt new.

  
Picture of Pastor Stephanie at the Jordan River
just after remembering her baptism. 

Baptism

CURIOUS QUESTION: What do you remember
most about your baptism? 



CURIOUS
HISTORY

To the leader. A Song. A Psalm.
1  Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;

2  sing the glory of God's name;
 give to God glorious praise.

3  Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
 Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before

you.
4  All the earth worships you;

 they sing praises to you,
 sing praises to your name.” Selah

 

Psa. 66:1-4 

Music



CURIOUS HISTORY
Music is such a deep and meaningful part of our lives both secular and faithful. It is in our scriptures,
churches, schools, cars, sporting events, and grocery stores. Everywhere we are and in every season of our
lives, music is there to tell the story of us. But like with all art, music can only tell so much of the story. It is
written, performed, and shared through one lens and heard through another. Music has the ability to move
you through space and time in a way nothing else can and thus it has a particular relationship to not only
our personal history but our shared history as well. 

The Pipe Organs at National City Christian Church are stunning and are used to help our community make
a joyful noise for the Lord every Sunday, but did you know they are not the original organ in our sanctuary?
National City Christian Church’s first pipe organ was built by the Ernest M. Skinner Organ Company in 1930
upon the completion of the church. The original organ accompanied renowned soprano Leontyne Price
and played at the state funeral of President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1973. Even 
though the original organ is no longer with us, it is a part of our history 
and part of the incredible story of God's people at National City.  

On the next page you will see a playlist of the #1 song of every 5 years starting in 1900. Follow the link and
listen to the way music tells a story of God's people through the years. Do you notice any 
shifts through the decades? Why do you think that is? Many songs don't use the Christian 
language of faith, yet we know God is very much present. As you listen to each song, think
 about the community at National City Christian Church at that time. Who were we? Who
 did we hope to be? How did music play a part in this history of our community? 

Music

CURIOUS QUESTION: What is your favorite song? How
has it influenced your faith and relationship with God? 



1900 - Albert Campbell, My Blushin Rosie
1905 - Billy Murray, Give My Regards to Broadway
1910 - Peerless Quartet, Let Me Call You Sweetheart
1915 - Olive Kline & Reinald Werrenrath, Hello, Frisco!
1920 - Al Jolson, Swanee
1925 - Ben Bernie, Sweet Georgia Brown
1930 - Ben Selvin, Happy Days Are Here Again
1935 - Fred Astaire, Cheek to Cheek
1940 - Glenn Miller, In The Mood
1945 - Les Brown & Doris Day, Sentimental Journey
1950 - Nat King Cole, Mona Lisa 
1955 - Bill Haley & His Comets, Rock Around the Clock
1960 - Elvis Presley, Are You Lonesome Tonight
1965 - The Rolling Stones, I Can't Get No (Satisfaction) 
1970 - The Beatles, Let It Be
1975 - Billy Swan, I Can Help
1980 - Pink Floyd, Another Brick in the Wall (Part 2)
1985 - USA for Africa, We Are The World
1990 - Sinead O'Connor, Nothing Compares 2 U
1995 - Coolio, Gangsta's Paradise
2000 - Madonna, Music
2005 - Madonna, Hung Up
2010 - Eminem & Rihanna, Love the Way You Lie
2015 - Mark Ronson featuring Bruno Mars, Uptown Funk
2020 - The Weeknd, Blinding Lights

CURIOUS HISTORY
Music

tiny url.com/CuriousHistoryMusic
Listen at 

(to the best of my knowledge this is a family friendly playlist)

https://playback.fm/artist/olive-kline-top-songs
https://playback.fm/artist/sin%C3%A9ad-oconnor-top-songs
https://playback.fm/charts/top-100-songs/video/1995/Coolio-Gangstas-Paradise
https://playback.fm/artist/eminem-top-songs
https://playback.fm/artist/mark-ronson-top-songs


CURIOUS HISTORY
I  A M  A C C U S E D  O F  T E N D I N G  T O  T H E  P A S T

B Y  L U C I E L L E  C L I F T O N  

Poetry
i am accused of tending to the past 

as if i made it, 
as if i sculpted it 

with my own hands. i did not. 
this past was waiting for me 

when i came, 
a monstrous unnamed baby, 
and i with my mother's itch 

took it to breast 
and named it 

History. 
she is more human now, 

learning languages everyday, 
remembering faces, names and dates. 

when she is strong enough to travel 
on her own, beware, she will.



Michelle ObamaCURIOUS
HISTORY

"History has shown us
 that courage can be contagious, 

and hope 
can take on a life 

of its own."
 Black History Month



February is Black and African American History month. It is a month where we
as individuals and as a nation are called to reflect on the fundamental ways
Black life has built, inspired, loved, led,  and been omitted and sacrificed in the
history that we share.  Yet Black life perseveres and continues, thanks be to
God. 

Black History month, like history itself, is not only about looking back. For those
who are not Black it is an intentional time to reflect on the ways we have
benefitted from our privileges, to learn from our mistakes and the actions of
our ancestors, and make accountable action items to do our best to make this
world a safe and equitable place for our Black siblings. For those who are Black
and African American may this month bring celebration, healing, love, and
hope to you. 

While Black History month often gives us a look back at history it is also  a
chance to envision a new future- both the future of Black life but also our
collective future. Black joy, life, faith, thriving, and hope brings about God's
kindom in holy and sacred ways, in ways that only our Black siblings can,
because our scriptures are stories of Black and Brown people. 

You are invited to read the following to grow in your understanding of Black
History, Black life, and Black hope. 

TINYURL.COM/CURIOUS-HISTORY1619           TINYURL.COM/CURIOUSHISTORYCITYBORNGREAT| TINYURL.COM/CURIOUSHISTORYENOUGH 
(This is a family appropriate video)(Adult language and content)(Adult language and content)



CURIOUS CHECK IN 
HOW ARE YOU?

Following Jesus is sometimes challenging. I don't mean that in a superficial way. I
mean it in a real human way. We are called to love and yet it is sometimes hard to
even like. We are called to give and yet sometimes we feel like we aren't enough. We
are called to seek justice for others and sometimes we just want life to feel fair for us.  
We are called to build and sometimes - maybe even more than sometimes - 
we are just too tired. 

Does any of this sound like you?

I'm curious, who do you have in your life that is a support person for you? 
Who in your faith community do you turn to when you need to wrestle with this life of
faith?
Who do you share your joy with?
Who do you invite into your day to day, to experience with you, your life in its
humanness? 

Give them a call.
We all need each other.  



CURIOUS 
 HISTORY

WORD SEARCH
THE BOOK OF ESTHER IS ONE OF MY FAVORITE BOOKS IN THE BIBLE BUT DID YOU KNOW THAT

IT NEVER ONCE TALKS EXPLICITLY ABOUT GOD? I THINK THAT IS A REALLY INSIGHTFUL AND
UNIQUE WAY TO REMIND US THAT EVEN WHEN GOD IS NOT NAMED GOD IS STILL PRESENT,

LOVING, AND FAITHFUL. AS YOU FIND EACH WORD, REFLECT ON HOW THAT WORD IS A PART
OF YOUR LIFE AND FAITH.  WORDS CAN BE FOUND IN EVERY WAY AND DIRECTION. 





CURIOUS QUESTION: Is it hard for you to sometimes see the work of God
in the world when it is outside of church or language that explicitly
talks about God? Why do you think that is? 



Judith 11:3 CURIOUS
HISTORY

"But now tell me why you have
fled from them and have come

over to us. In any event, you have
come to safety. Take courage!

You will live tonight and ever
after."

 Sharing Our Stories



CURIOUS
COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION

What have you been curious about this month? What story of yours
do you want to share about your life or faith that will help us know
you better? What did you see, read, hear, or experience about your
personal history or our shared history that you would like to share?
Join us for an evening of curious community conversation.

7-8 PM

Feb 27- Zoom 



CURIOUS
HISTORY

O GOD WHO IS ALL KNOWING, KEEP ME EVER CURIOUS TO YOUR
FAITHFUL YET MOVING WAYS. MAY OUR SHARED HISTORY LEAD

US TOWARD A JUST AND LOVING FUTURE. WHERE I SEEK
CERTAINTY LEAD ME TO WONDER. WHERE I SEEK PERFECTION

LEAD ME TO NO ONE BUT YOU. ALL THIS I ASK IN THE NAME OF
JESUS THE CHRIST. AMENPrayer

A Simple Prayer to Start Your Day



CURIOUS
HISTORY

According to Brittanica Prayer is "an act of communication by humans with the
sacred or holy... Found in all religions in all times, prayer may be a corporate or
personal act utilizing various forms and techniques. Prayer has been described
in its sublimity as “an intimate friendship, a frequent conversation held alone
with the Beloved” by St. Teresa of Ávila, a 16th-century Spanish mystic."

I love the fact that even the very definition of prayer names that is has been a
part of the world- of God's creation- since the beginning.  We have never had a
time in which our God has not wanted to be in reciprocal and deeply connected
conversation with us. How amazing is that? I used to go throughout my day and
just talk to God like a passenger in my car. "Thank you God, for that parking
spot,"  and "O God please let that woman in the grocery store, have enough to
pay for her food," things like that. An ongoing dialogue if you will. I still do that,
but after spending time with some muslim and jewish friends, I realized that I
wanted to incorporate some more intentional time in my day to talk to God.  

So now, I set aside time every morning to sit down and open myself up to a
conversation with God. It has been so helpful to my prayer life and overall well
being. Sometimes our converastions are soft and easy. Other times they are
heated and angry. What I love about prayer is that it is consistent
 and I know that God is with me through it all.  

Prayer CURIOUS QUESTION: What is your prayer time like? How do you
best bring yourself to God and also listen for God to speak? 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/communication
https://www.britannica.com/topic/sacred
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intimate
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Teresa-of-Avila
https://www.britannica.com/topic/mysticism


CURIOUS 
 HISTORY
As I get to know the beloved community
at National City Christian Church I have
heard incredible stories of those that
have come before us. The history that
has helped shape us into who we are
today.  While I am so grateful to hear
these stories, I hope that I am not the
only one they are being shared with. 
 What is your favorite story of National
City? I invite you to share it with us online
using #StayingCuriousWithNCCC 

You and National City

CURIOUS QUESTION: What was your first day at
National City like? 



CURIOUS
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