
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 

National City Christian Church 
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The Service of Worship 
 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                             Kevin Biggins 

Prelude on "Rock of Ages" 

Based on the tune TOPLADY, by Thomas Hastings, Arr. Marilyn Thompson 

 

*Processional Hymn                                                                                                       Congregation  

God Is Here! 
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Welcome                                                                                                                     Pastor Stephanie 

 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                        Pastor Stephanie 

One: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 

Many: We gather together to worship the Holy One in unity! 

One: How very good and powerful it is when we commit to the kindom of God! 

Many: We gather together to discern God’s will and declare God’s reign! 

One: How very good and hopeful it is when we reconcile and repair our brokenness and bless one 

another! 

Many: We gather together to love and to serve! Praise the Holy One! 

 

* Hymn of Spiritual Readiness           Congregation 

 

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd 
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The Service of the Word 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                                          Sterling Washington 

 

Gary Lewis, Nicholas Bullock, Dick Hamm, Norman Kruse, Dorothy Davis, Betty Jones, Warren Brooks, Tim 

Schaefer, Eddie Franklin, Wes Strotman, Will White, Lon Schreiber, Monte Hillis, Carol Gesell, Bill Kambic, Fred 

Kendell, Angie Bradley, Stephanie Kocka and her family, and Katie John and her family.. 

 

 

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to this prayer list, 

 please reach out to Pastor Stephanie or Terri Malone, Elder and Worship Chair. 

 

Sacred Text: Matthew 16:13-16 (NRSVUE)                            Jamet Pittman  

Hear these words from the Gospel of Matthew. Let us open our hearts to receive the Good News 

once more: 

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do 

people say that the Son of God is?" 

 

And they said, "Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets." 

 

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 

 

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 
 

One: The Word of God, for the People of God. 

All:   Thanks be to God 

 

 

*Song of Response                                                                            Congregation 

 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me  

(page 5) 
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Message                     Pastor Stephanie 

 

The Service of Community 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                       Sage Williams 
You’re invited to rise as you are able and join in the Lord’s Prayer  

using the words and the language that resonates most with your relationship to God. 

 

Our God who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Your name,  

Your Kindom come, Your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Yours is the Kindom and the Power and the Glory forever. Amen 

 

 

Cultivating Generosity                                                                                        Sterling Washington 
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Offertory                                                                                                           Jamet Pittman, Soloist 

 

I Love the Name 

Traditional Spiritual, Adapt. by Mayme White Miller 

 

There is name 

I Love to hear 

It soothes my doubts and it calms my fears 

As I journey to and fro 

I'll take the name wherever I go 

 

I love the name Jesus 

everyday the same Jesus 

Oh how sweet is the precious name, Jesus 

 

When I have spoken my last word 

or when my voice shall not be heard 

Yes deaths sting I'll gladly bear 

for I leave His name in prayer 

 

 

I Love the Name Jesus 

everyday the same Jesus 

Oh how sweet is the precious name, Jesus 

 

*Doxology                                                                                                                         Congregation 
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A Blessing for the Beginning of our School Year                                                      Teresa Swihart 

 

*Passing of the Peace                                                                                                  Pastor Stephanie 

One:  The Peace of Christ be always with you! 

All:  And also with you. 

 

*Hymn of Response                                                                                                         Congregation 

Christ, Be Our Light! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Moment of Centering: Psalm 100:3-5                                                                          Congregation 

 

Know that The Lord is God!  God made us, and we belong to the Creator, 

We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and the courts with praise! 

Give thanks to God! Bless God’s Name! For God is good;  

God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
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The Service of the Table 

 
All are welcome to take communion. The elements are alcohol free and gluten free.  

If you would like a deacon to bring communion elements to you in your pew, please raise your hand.  

If you’re in need of prayer, an elder is available at the back of the sanctuary.  

 
 

Invitation to the Table                                                                                              Pastor Stephanie   

Prayers for the Bread and Cup                                                                           Teresa Swihart 

Words of Institution                                                                                            Pastor Stephanie   

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                               Teresa Swihart 

 

 

 The Service of Going Forth 
 

*Hymn of Going Forth                                                                                         Congregation 

Guide My Feet  

(page 9) 

 

 

 

*Benediction                                                                                                              Pastor Stephanie  

 

 

 

Postlude                                                                                                                           Kevin Biggins 
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Thank YOU for being a part of National City! 
 

National City Christian Church and Foundation is the National Cathedral and Congregation of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 

We are an Open & Affirming Christian community, welcoming all into membership, leadership, 

and to the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

We worship together every Sunday at 11am EST both in-person and online. 

To learn more about our community please visit nationalcitycc.org and @nationalcitycc 

If a call to membership has been placed on your heart, please see Pastor Stephanie 

 

 

Acknowledgements: Hymn texts are printed with permission with the licensing CCLI #2266475 and OneLicense.net A-726759. The sacred 

texts are taken from several sources each week and are taken from one or more of the following translations: The Inclusive 

Bible: Priests for Equality, A Woman’s Lectionary For the Whole Church, and/or the New Revised Standard Version Updated 

Edition.  National City Christian Church proudly acknowledges the following composers and arrangers of music used in today’s 

worship service:   

 

Prelude on "Rock of Ages" Based on the tune TOPLADY, by Thomas Hastings, Arr. Marilyn Thompson 
God Is Here! Text: Fred Pratt Green, Music: Cyril V. Taylor, Tune: ABBOT'S LEIGH 

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, Music: French Carol; Arr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 
Tune: PICARDY 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me Text: Augustus M. Toplady, alt, Music: Thomas Hastings, setting Lutheran Worship, alt. Tune: 

TOPLADY 
I Love the Name Traditional Spiritual, Adapt. by Mayme White Miller 

Christ, Be Our Light! Text: Bernadette Farrell, Music: Bernadette Farrell, Tune: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
Guide My Feet Text: African-American Spiritual, Music: Harm. Wendell P. Whalum, Tune: GUIDE MY FEET 
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